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* Body Defenses Against Infection

A. Disease-causing agents, also called
pathogens, can produce infections within
the body.

B. The body has two lines of defense against
pathogens: nonspecific defenses that
guard against any pathogen, and specific
defenses (immunity) that mount a
response against a very specific target.
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G. Types of Antibodies

1. There are five major types of antibodies
(immunoglobulins) that constitute the gamma
globulin fraction of the plasma.

a. IgA is in exocrine gland
secretions (breast milk, saliva,
tears) and defends against
bacteria and viruses.

b. IgM is found in plasma and
activates complement and
reacts with blood cells during
transfusions.

C. IgD is found on the surface of
most B lymphocytes and
functions in B cell activation.

d. IgE is found in exocrine gland
secretions and promotes

allergic reactions.
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L. Transplantation and Tissue Rejection

154
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A transplant recipient's immune
system may react with foreign
antigens on the surface of the
transplanted tissue, causing a tissue
rejection reaction.

Close matching of donor and
recipient tissues can reduce the
chances of tissue rejection, and use
of immunosuppressive drugs may
reduce rejection, although the
individual may be more susceptible
to infection.
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AIDS (Cont.)

A person who is HIV positive is considered
a carrier of AIDS

Blood test to detect for HIV antibodies

6 month dormancy period between exposure
until you test positive for HIV

May be HIV positive but not actually
develop AIDS until many years later

— Years ago - positive test - 6 months to 2 - 3
years until you developed AIDS

— Now - proper treatment - can live for more
than 20 years after you have tested positive




























